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Teacher Overview

· The point of this lesson is to be able to compare The Canterbury Tales with modern day people, jobs, and political status. Students will present all information clearly on a poster board and also give a speech about the information provided on the poster board. 

· 12th grade English/Language Arts

· Academic Standards for Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening: PA Department of Education

· 1.1.11.A, 1.1.11.D, 1.1.11.G, 1.2.11.B, 1.3.11.A, 1.3.11.B, 1.4.11.B, 1.4.11.C, 1.4.11.D, 1.5.11.A, 1.5.11.B, 1.5.11.C, 1.5.11.D, 1.5.11.E, 1.5.11.F, 1.6.11.A, 1.6.11.B, 1.6.11.D, 1.6.11.E, 1.6.11.F, 1.8.11.A, 1.8.11.B, and 1.8.11.C

· Students will have access to the computer laboratory. Here they will be able to locate different information due to their assignment. The students will also be granted time in the school library to locate books for this assignment. They will also have access to the Portfolio. The Portfolio will include great books and valuable websites that the students will be able to use to locate information. Students will be provided class time to work on this given assignment, but also must spend time at home as well. 
Introduction


During class, we have read The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer as a whole group. This is the first time that the students were introduced to the concept of different stories within a main story. The tales all start with a prologue that introduces the character and explains their background. The different characters in The Canterbury Tales, all have unique and challenging personalities, so it is the students’ jobs to focus on certain characteristic traits. A few of the major characters that are found in The Canterbury Tales are The Miller, The Wife of Bath, The Pardoner, and The Clerk. 


The Miller has a very interesting tale, where he retells a story of a young man who is interested in a married woman. This tale shows one of deceit, cheating, humor, and anger.


The Wife of Bath is a very interesting woman that most people reference before even reading about her. She is a woman who was married many times and seems like a woman who will never truly settle down. Her prologue starts out strong and is followed by a moving tale about what women really want. 


The Pardoner tells his prologue and tale and creates a feeling of disappointment. The Pardoner is not really who he says he is and that makes his tale funny as well as upsetting. 


The Clerk tells his tale about a young woman in love and how her husband tests her and her love. The tale really shows how the Clerk feels about the love women have for their husband. The tale is hard for most women to hear, but it also shows how strong a woman can be. 


The students are to break up into groups of 4 (assigned by teacher) and pick one of the major characters listed above. They are to reread the chosen character’s tale and then start to do research directed towards that character. After finding research on that chosen character, the students are to locate a person in the modern society that relates to this character. Each group member must have someone that reminds them of their chosen character. All of the information that is researched must be kept in a well-organized binder. The sections of the binder will be split and each student will have their own section where their work is located. Remember all information must be documented!

Investigation


The websites listed below will be able to get you started when looking into the characters and their personality traits. The Portfolio in the classroom is also a great place to start your information. Please keep in mind that these websites are only to get you started and additional websites and books are needed and must be reliable sources. Each group must have a total of 4 websites besides the ones listed below, as well as 2 printed materials such as books, newspaper articles, magazines, etc. Make sure that everything is kept within the binder and well organized. 

· www.luminarium.org/medlit/chaucerbio.htm
· This site explains the life of Geoffrey Chaucer.
· http://afdtk.uaa.alaska.edu/pedagogy.htm
· This site explains the pedagogy of Geoffrey Chaucer.

· http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/miller.htm
· This site gives The Miller’s tale, side notes and great pictures.

· http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/wife.htm
· This site gives The Wife of Bath tale, side notes and great pictures. 

· http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/pardoner.htm
· This site gives The Pardoner’s tale, side notes and great pictures.

· http://classiclit.about.com/library/bl-etexts/gchaucer/bl-gchau-can-clerk.htm
· This site provides The Clerk’s tale 

Gathering & Sorting


When gathering and researching the information on the characters, students should keep it well organized in their binders. All of the appropriate information for documentation should be used following all MLA rules and regulations. The different things that the students should be looking up include the following:

· The Canterbury Tales

· Geoffrey Chaucer

· Their chosen character

· Specific character traits 

· Modern Day People

· Modern Day activities and social norms
The Portfolio


Please make sure not to forget to access the Portfolio found in the classroom. Also please make sure that the groups are also contributing information into the Portfolio box. 


When contributing to the Portfolio, please write your information on a 3x5 card (located in the box). Please make sure that the index card has your name and group number located at the top of the card. When writing any information on the card, please make sure it is written using MLA format for documentation. 


Also remember to write on a piece of loose leaf, all of the sources that were contributed to the Portfolio box. Extra Credit will be given accordingly to groups that contribute appropriate amounts of information. 
Sharing


Students will be working on these projects during class time and at home. They will meet in the groups and must share will their group members all of the information that they found on their topics. 


As a group the students will create a poster board that will include the students’ chosen character’s name at the top, the major personality traits of that character, their modern day character and their personality traits that make them similar. Poster boards will be graded on visible appearance as well as the information that is provided on the poster boards. (Pictures are a great visual technique)


As well as the poster board, students will have to present their information that is on their boards. A 10-minute speech should be prepared including every member of the group and should explain everything that their research has helped them learn. When preparing the speech, students should also remember the time period that The Canterbury Tales was written in as well as information on Geoffrey Chaucer. A printed copy of the speech and the binders must be handed in after everything is complete. 

Evaluation


For this cyber inquiry students will be given 4 different grades. All of the grading is explained below. 

· Binder grade

· Group Work grade

· Speech Presentation Grade

· Poster Board Grade

